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now is it to be wondered at that she is not able to
make exertions equal with other States, who have
been generally in an undisturbed condition?"
The argument pressed by the advocates of
assumption was that the state debts contracted
during the Revolutionary War were for the com-
mon defense, and that, unless these were assumed
by the general government, the adoption of the
new Constitution wrould do injury by withdrawing
revenue resources which the States had formerly
possessed. This position at the present day seems
reasonable enough, but it is certain that at that
time people worked themselves into a genuine rage
over the matter and were able to persuade them-
selves into a sincere belief that it was outrageous
the unfortunate States should expect the others
to bear their troubles, and that Hamilton was a
great rogue for proposing such a scheme. Writing
in his private diary, Maclay characterized the plan
as "a monument of political absurdity," and
he was in the habit of referring to Hamilton's
supporters as his "gladiators" and as a "corrupt
squadron."
On the whole the records make painful reading.
The prevailing tone of public life was one of dull
and narrow provincialism, at times thickening